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Penitential 

Service 
Our school 

advent 

penitential service was held on 

28th November for classes 3rd-

6th.  Thank you to Fr Brian our 

school chaplain, and to Fr Pat and 

Fr Sijo for celebrating this 

sacrament with us. 
 

Tommy Kirk 
It is with great sadness that we 

have learned of our school 

caretaker Tommy’s illness.  

Tommy has been very much a 

part of our school staff since  

2016.   

A native of Kilkerley and a past 

pupil of Kilkerley NS, Tommy has 

worked diligently on keeping our 

school environs in good condition. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 

Tommy and his family at this time. 
 

Do This In Memory 
The Do This 

In Memory 

programme 

for 2nd class 

children 

continued 

this month, with a Mass 

celebrated on 20th November.  

Well done to the boys and girls 

and their families. 

The next Do This In Memory 

Mass will be held on 11th 

December.  The 11th December 

is the 3rd Sunday of Advent, also 

known as ‘Gaudete Sunday’.  A 

pink candle will be lit on the 

Advent Wreath, symbolising joy. 

Message from Mrs Kirby 

It seems that the season of Christmas starts earlier each year (or is it 

just my imagination?) with the Late Late Toy Show on Friday 25th (or 

Festive Friday as it has come to be known here) and Advent 

beginning on Sunday 27th, festivities have really kicked off in Scoil 

Mhuire gan Smál.  Not forgetting the key message of Advent; how we 

can prepare our hearts and homes for Christ’s birth in the world as it 

is today.  Our pupils, with your support, have been making daily acts 

of kindness, contributing food items to St Patrick’s Parish Soup 

Kitchen as per our Reverse Advent Calendar initiative.  It is in giving 

that we receive.  Let us hope and pray that we will receive lots of 

love, joy, laughter, peace and good health in our homes this 

Christmas.  

Le dea-ghuí, 

Donna Kirby 

Christmas Show 
Our Christmas Show will take place in the 

Community Centre at 6.30pm on Thursday 15th 

December.   

All classes will take part in the show and are hard at 

work rehearsing.  Donations will be requested at the 

door to cover the cost of the sound system.  A raffle 

will be held on the night to raise funds for our school.   

 

Wellbeing Corner 
Team Hope 

Our school took part in the ‘Team 

Hope’ Christmas shoebox appeal 

once again.  We donated 61 

shoeboxes this year! 

Reverse Advent Calendar—Green Schools 
Our Greenschools Committee is appealing for food items that can be 

donated to St Patrick’s Parish Soup Kitchen during the Christmas 

season.  This is linked in with the Global Goal “Zero Hunger”.  Your 

donations will provide food to 

families in Dundalk, that are in 

crisis over the Christmas 

period.   

The closing date for donations 

is Thursday, 15th December.   



 

Active Schools 
Thank you to the Transition Year 

football mentors from De La Salle 

who have been coaching 1st & 

2nd class this term and to Shane 

Lennon and team for working with 

3rd & 4th class. 

Kilkerley Emmets 
Winners 

The U16 team who won the 

Division 3 League Final vs Roche 

Emmets, and the Kilkerley 

Emmets Minor ladies team who 

won the B Championship final vs 

the Geraldines were both 

welcomed to our school this 

month.  Special assemblies were 

held for the winning teams, and 

the winning footballers conducted 

question and answer sessions 

with our pupils, where they gave 

lots of good advice.  We hope to 

see great things from these 

footballers in the future! 

St Dominic’s Awards 

Well done to Cian 

Larkin who won most 

improved player and to 

Harry Babington, who 

was awarded player of 

the year at the St 

Dominc’s FC Awards night 

recently. 
After School Classes  
 

Relax Kids with Andrea 
McGuill—Mondays (GP room) 

2-3pm Infants & 3-4pm All other 

classes 

Andrea: 087-3643012 

Musical Minds with Lisa Knox-

Kelly—Tuesdays (GP room) 

2-2:45pm Infants & 3-3:45pm All 

other classes 

Lisa: 087-6764118 

Art with Fergus Maguire—Fridays 
(Community Centre) 

2-3pm Infants & 3-4pm All other 

Green Schools 

The Greenschools Committee has been 

running a competition to find some lovely 

names for our Mother Seal and Baby 

Seal.  We have had lots of wonderful 

suggestions and hope to have the winning 

names picked next week. 

Our Gardening Club, with the help of Ms. 

Catherine, has planted some beautiful winter 

window boxes which are on display around 

the outside of our school.  They make a lovely 

bright addition to our school building.  

Also in progress is our Reverse Advent Calendar! 

6th Class World Cup Science 
6th Class attended a workshop in the 

County Museum this month, entitled 

“World Cup Science”.  They were 

accompanied by Mrs Kirby and Ms 

Sarah.  The children really enjoyed this 

event, which was supported by Louth 

Library Service.   

All classes enjoyed participating in 

activities as part of Science Week. 
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Kilkerley Parents Association News Day 
The AGM of Kilkerley Parents Association was held this month.  

Thank you to all who attended.  The officers were re-elected for 

another term. 

Fundraising for iPads 
The PA fund many annual initiatives throughout the school year, and 

this year will also be fundraising for the purchase of  a new set of 

iPads for the Junior classes.  The PA have previously purchased 

chrome books that get great use in the older classes. 

Christmas Jumper/Toy Show Day 
Thank you for your support of the Toy Show/Christmas jumper themed 

non-uniform day on 25th November. €359 was raised. 

Cake Sale & Raffle—11th December 
after Mass 
There will be a bake sale in aid of PA funds held after the Do This In 
Memory Mass on the 11th December.  The bake sale will begin at 

approx 11.30am.  Donations of bakes, artisan, arts and craft 

Christmas goods are welcome.  If you are available to help out, please 

let us know. 

A raffle will be held at the Cake Sale.  Tickets can be pre-bought in 

school and cost €2 each or 3 for €5. 



 

Temple St 
Thank you for your 

support of our Trick or 

Treat for Temple Street fundraiser 

last month.   

€348 in total was raised for this 

wonderful cause.  

PTMs 
Parent-Teacher meetings were 

held this month.  Thank you for 

your attendance and for your 

support. 

Enrolments 2023 
Our Annual Admissions Notice 

has been published on our 

website, and we are now 

accepting applications for 

admission to Junior Infants 23-24. 

Repairs! 
Following an application to the 

DES for funding for urgent repair 

and remedial work to our school 

roof, we are delighted to receive 

official confirmation for the project. 

Work will be carried out in stages, 

weather permitting, over the 

coming weeks. 

Dates for your Diary 
 The school will be closed on 

Thursday 8th December 
for the Feast of the 

Immaculate Conception. 

 The school will close at 

midday on  Wednesday 

21st December for the 
Christmas Holidays, and will 

reopen on Thursday 5th 

January. 

 

 

Anti-Bullying Week 
As part of Anti-Bullying Week (Nov 14-18), our staff 

engaged in a KiVa refresher course.  KiVa and anti-

bullying lessons were taught as part of SPHE that 

week. 

KiVa is a research- and evidence-based antibullying program that 

has been developed in the University of Turku, Finland, with funding 

from the Finnish Ministry of Education and Culture. The strong 

effectiveness of KiVa has been proven scientifically through a large 

national randomized and controlled trial as well as several different 

studies. KiVa is being used around the world and it is the world’s 

most studied anti-bullying program.  

Tráth na gCeist 

Well done to our quiz teams who represented our 

school in the Cumann na mBunscol Tráth na 

gCeist in Knockbridge.  They were: 

Foireann A: Bébhinn Harris, Abby Hoey, Liam 

Kelleher, Dylan McElroy, Ruby Morton (missing 

from picture) 

Foireann B: Seán Looney, DJ MacFarlane, Emma 

Madden, Bláthnaid McEneaney, Michael Monahan 

Car Park Procedures  

Thank you to the Community Centre for allowing the school bus to 

continue to use the community centre car park this year.   This 

greatly eases congestion in the church car park. 

Please remember to follow the one way system that operates in 

the church car park. We would ask that you avoid parking on 

the road outside the school or outside the church as cars block 

visibility, cause congestion and it is hazardous for children to 

cross the road.   

See map for guidance.  
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