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Today we are looking at how to change a word problem into an 

equation.  Often times we do this in our heads without even thinking 

about what the equation or sum is.  

E.g. Seán has 15 sweets, he eats 10 how many has he left?  Ans = 5 

You can nearly figure out the answer is 5 in your head.  But what have 

you actually done?   

Well I know left means subtract.  I also know he had 15 to start with so 

he is subtracting 10 by eating them and will have 5 left over in the end. 

15 – 10 = 5 

 

Some of the word problems will have two steps 

E.g.  Carol had €2.50 going to the shop.  She lost 50c on the way.  At the 

shop she bought an ice-cream for €1.20.  How much has she left? 

The first part of my sum tells me that Carol had €2.50 and she lost 50c.  

Lost means subtract so the start of my sum is €2.50 – €0.50 

She then went to the shop and bought an ice-cream for €1.20.  Buying 

something means she’s taking away or subtracting more money so I 

subtract another €1.20. 

Now my sum looks like this: €2.50 - €0.50 - €1.20 = ____ 

It’s a bit confusing looking isn’t it?  I need to keep the two parts of my 

sum separate, I can do this using brackets: 



( €2.50 - €0.50) - €1.20 = ____ 

That looks much better doesn’t it!  My rule is always do the brackets 

first so lest see: 

( €2.50 - €0.50) - €1.20 = ____   

Let’s do the brackets- €2.50 - €0.50 = €2.00 

€2.00 - €1.20 = €0.80  

Sometimes the story will give you all the information for the equation. 

E.g.  Ms Condron walks 4km three times a week.  That’s a total of 12km 

each week. 

I know that times means multiply so I multiply the 4km she walks by 3 

as she does it 3 times.  4km x 3 

To finish my equation they have already worked out my answer which 

is 12km, so I just add that to the end: 

4km x 3 = 12km 

 

There’s a list of key words on the next page to help 

you write your equations.   



 



The second part of the page asks you to write your own story or word 

problem for each equation.  

E.g.  3 x 7 = 21 

I can choose to write a word problem on anything.   

 Firstly I look at the operation in my equation, because it’s multiply 

I can use words like times or product or rows.  I’m going to use 

rows, like rows of cabbages on a farm. 

 Next I look at how many cabbages I’ll have in each row:  3 

 And now how many rows I’ll have :  7 

 Let’s write the word problem: 

A farmer grows three cabbages in each row.  He has seven rows in his 

field.  He has 21 cabbages growing in his field.   

E.g.   34 – 8 = 26 

 Straight away I look at my operation and I see it’s subtract so I can 

use words like take away, less than, minus.  I’m going to use less 

than. 

 Next I look at what number I had at the start : 34 

 And now how many I had to subtract : 8  

 Finally how many will I have at the end?  26 

 Let’s write the word problem: 

Molly has 34 Sharpie markers.  Her friend Sarah has 8 less than her.  

Sarah has 26 Sharpies.  

 

These videos will help explain further if you need it: 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=laLVwIE28Sw  Multiplication stories 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYlXfpfP01Y  Division stories 
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